
498 

7 CFR Ch. VI (1–1–05 Edition) § 654.17 

§ 654.17 Inspection. 
(a) Sponsor(s) are to make periodic 

and special inspections of installed 
project measures as provided in the 
plan of O&M. For structural measures, 
inspections are to be made at least an-
nually and after each major storm or 
occurrence of any unusual condition 
that might adversely affect the project 
measures. At the discretion of the 
State Conservationist, NRCS may as-
sist sponsor(s) with their inspections. 
NRCS or land-administering agencies 
may make independent inspections at 
any time during the period covered by 
the O&M agreement. 

(b) Sponsor(s) are to maintain a writ-
ten record of each inspection and fur-
nish NRCS and land-administering 
agencies a copy of that record. The 
record should indentify items in-
spected, O&M work that may be need-
ed, a time frame to do the work, and 
the date of the inspection. The NRCS 
and land-administering agencies will 
provide the sponsor(s) a copy of a simi-
lar record of independent inspections. 

(c) The sponsor(s) shall perform the 
O&M work listed as needed in the in-
spection reports within the time frame 
established for each item of work. Fail-
ure to perform O&M work will be con-
sidered a violation of the O&M agree-
ment and will be handled in accordance 
with § 654.20. 

(d) Sponsor(s) are to maintain a writ-
ten record of work performed which is 
listed in the inspection report and a 
record of other significant O&M activ-
ity. The record will identify the meas-
ure, item of work, cost of performance, 
and date completed. 

(e) Sponsor(s)’ records relative to the 
project shall be made available to 
NRCS for examination. 

§ 654.18 Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service responsibility. 

The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service will assist the sponsor(s) in de-
veloping a watershed or RC&D measure 
plan which includes a description of 
O&M work and estimated cost, assist 
in the preparation of O&M agreements 
and plans of O&M, enter into O&M 
agreements with the sponsor(s), and 
notify the sponsor(s) of observed fail-
ures to comply with the O&M agree-
ment. 

§ 654.19 Plan of operation and mainte-
nance. 

(a) The plan for O&M shall be incor-
porated into and made a part of the 
O&M agreement. A separate plan of 
O&M shall be prepared for each project 
measure that is expected to a have a 
unique O&M need. Two or more meas-
ures with similar O&M needs may be 
included in a single plan for O&M. 

(b) The plan of O&M shall include the 
known and anticipated items of O&M, 
an explanation of how the O&M activi-
ties may be carried out, a general time 
frame for making O&M inspections and 
for completing the needed O&M work, 
and the records and reports deemed ap-
propriate by the sponsor(s) and NRCS. 

§ 654.20 Violations of operation and 
maintenance agreement. 

(a) The State Conservationist shall 
investigate alleged sponsor violations 
of the O&M agreement. If the State 
Conservationist determines that a vio-
lation has occurred that may prevent 
the project measure from functioning 
as intended, create a health or safety 
hazard, or prevent the accrual of 
project benefits, he shall provide spon-
sor(s) written notification. 

(b) If the sponsor(s) fail to comply 
with the O&M agreement or fail to 
take corrective action, NRCS may no-
tify authorities having appropriate ju-
risdiction, withhold further assistance 
to the project, require the sponsor(s) to 
reimburse the government for the 
NRCS share of the cost of the project, 
and/or pursue other action authorized 
by the O&M agreement or law. 

Subpart C—Conservation 
Operations 

§ 654.30 Responsibility for operation 
and maintenance. 

The land user is responsible for O&M 
of soil and water conservation meas-
ures installed with NRCS assistance 
provided through soil, water, and other 
conservation districts. 

§ 654.31 Performing operation and 
maintenance. 

The method of performing O&M is to 
be at the option of the land user. The 
NRCS, working through districts, will 
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